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Centre of Excellence for Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics Systems 
Championing legal identity so no one is left behind

When vital events like births, deaths, marriages and 
divorces go unrecorded, people are unable to access their 
basic social, economic and human rights, leaving them 
cut off from health care, education and social services.

The Centre of Excellence for Civil Registration and Vital 
Statistics (CRVS) Systems envisions a world where every 
person is legally protected and counted throughout the life 
course. This 5.5-year, CAD16 million partnership between 
Canada’s International Development Research Centre and 
Global Affairs Canada is now housed at the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA). 

Objectives
The Centre of Excellence promotes better health and 
outcomes for all, especially women, adolescents, and 
displaced and refugee populations. By strengthening CRVS 
systems in low- and middle-income countries, the Centre  
of Excellence

• facilitates legal identification and protection for every 
person

• puts the focus on uncounted vulnerable populations 
throughout their lifetime

• reduces gender inequality, human deprivation and 
poverty

• promotes data disaggregated by sex, age and 
geography to monitor progress toward the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

• provides countries with the data they need to create 
informed policies and programs to meet the needs of 
the most vulnerable

Achievements
The Centre of Excellence’s activities are contributing to 
important progress in improving CRVS systems globally. 
These include:

• Global, regional, and country synergies 
The Centre of Excellence is the only global organization 
with a mandate that covers all aspects of CRVS systems 
using a life course approach. It actively collaborates with 
UN agencies, research groups, multi-lateral agencies and 
civil society organizations. 

• Gender champion
The Centre of Excellence quickly established itself as a 
global gender and CRVS leader by hosting the world’s 
first conference on gender and CRVS — Making the 
Invisible Visible. Together with the UNFPA, the Centre of 
Excellence successfully advocated for the introduction 
of marriage registration questions in national census 
and Demographic and Health Surveys, and it actively 
promoted gender inclusive CRVS systems and practices.

• Global CRVS knowledge hub
The Centre of Excellence is a global knowledge 
hub, sharing knowledge products created by the 
international community of practice. As a recognized 
thought leader, it documents and shares publications 
on gender and CRVS systems, social protection systems, 
legal identity and case studies of national CRVS systems.

• CRVS advancement in low- and middle-income 
countries
The Centre of Excellence provided long-term technical 
support to countries in Africa to improve their CRVS 
systems, making them better equipped to respond to 
emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic. The Centre 
of Excellence launched the UN Population Data Fellows 
program and the CRVS Research Fellows program to 
prepare the next generation of CRVS leaders.
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Learn more
Visit crvssystems.ca to explore additional resources on the Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems, such as the 
Directory of Experts, country profiles and videos.

Success story: Supporting decision-makers 
in Guinea 

The Republic of Guinea faces some of the world’s greatest 
challenges in maternal and child health, particularly in 
remote parts of the country. Staff from the Centre of 
Excellence conducted missions to Guinea to provide 
technical support to the government to develop the CRVS 
component of its reproductive, maternal, newborn, child 
and adolescent health investment case. The Centre of 
Excellence helped secure USD3 million to improve CRVS 
systems in Guinea.

Lessons learned

• Applying a gender focus to every program and 
research initiative can significantly improve the 
production and use of gender data, even for projects 
that are not dedicated to gender equality.

• Building partnerships and collaborating closely with 

gender data stakeholders provides access to a wide 
range of communities and amplifies the impact of the 
Centre of Excellence’s knowledge products.

• Building strong communications into program 
design increases the visibility and impact of 
knowledge products, leading to a strong reputation 
as a thought leader. A targeted approach and creative 
communication tools can effectively share research and 
ensure greater uptake.

Next steps
Now under the leadership of the UNFPA, the Centre of 
Excellence is strongly positioned within the new UNFPA 
Strategic Plan 2022–2025 to continue strengthening 
CRVS systems globally more than tenfold, from 11 to 
166 countries. The plan builds on the UNFPA’s ongoing 
country-level and global leadership on population data 
and will aim to continue its focus on supporting gender 
transformative CRVS systems. 

Partners

http://crvssystems.ca

