
I N T E RN A T I ON A L  D E VE LOP M E N T  R E S E A RC H C E N T RE  

R E G I O N A L  PROF I L E  

In recent decades, Southeast Asia has achieved high  
economic growth and significantly reduced poverty levels. 
However, a wide disparity in income and wealth within 
and among countries has resulted in uneven development 
efforts, with rural populations, ethnic minorities and  
other vulnerable groups being particularly affected.  
The region also suffers from the growing impact of  
climate change, gender-based inequalities and an  
economy increasingly based on informal employment. 
These and other challenges are hindering the region’s 
progress towards the attainment of the Sustainable  
Development Goals.  
 
IDRC’s strategic investments are helping local researchers 
find innovative solutions to regional challenges while also 
supporting the Plan of Action to implement the Joint 
Declaration on ASEAN-Canada Enhanced Partnership 
(2021–2025). 

Supporting development through research 

IDRC-supported research helps foster technological and 
scientific innovations that contribute to addressing South-
east Asia’s development challenges. The findings generat-
ed by our research partners are shared with relevant deci-
sion-makers with a view to informing development poli-
cies and turning research-backed evidence into tangible  
action. Currently, IDRC is providing support to a large 
body of researchers in the region working in various areas 
of expertise — from climate-smart agriculture to demo-
cratic transitions, and from vaccines for freshwater fish to 
the legal empowerment of marginalized populations.   

Promoting sustainable economic growth   

The factors propelling Southeast Asia’s rapid growth — 
digital technology, globalization and market-oriented 
reform — are also fuelling inequality and margina-
lization. Uneven access to good jobs remains a critical 
cause of poverty and young people are having difficulties 
transitioning from school to work. IDRC-supported  
research in the region is building an evidence base that 
shows how creating better job opportunities can go hand 
in hand with sustainable growth. Research focuses on the 
most vulnerable, enhancing training opportunities for 
women and youth, identifying the right frameworks to 
protect workers and improve their conditions, and  
pinpointing the components of small business success.   

Strengthening climate-resilient  
food systems 

With its fast-growing population, changing consumer 
preferences and rapid urbanization, Southeast Asia will 
become increasingly vulnerable to climate change with-
out effective adaptation and mitigation measures.  
 
Drawing on our significant experience in this field, 
IDRC is supporting the region’s adaptation to climate 
change and investing in transformative work that  
contributes to equitable, sustainable and diverse food 
systems. The aim is to build the resilience of communi-
ties most vulnerable to climate change and the emerging 
health threats that arise.    
 

IDRC in ASEAN 
 

Total IDRC support in ASEAN 

1319 projects | CAD218.3 million since 1971 

 

IDRC support is helping to: 

▪ Expand research efforts to influence develop-
ment policies  

▪ Address the problem of antimicrobial resistance  

▪ Advance adaptation to climate change  

▪ Promote inclusive, gender-sensitive recovery 
from the COVID-19 crisis  

Researchers testing the production of nutritious  
complementary foods for children in northern Vietnam.  
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Association of Southeast Asian Nations | Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam   



Selected current activities: 

Tackling the climate crisis 

Project: Climate-smart villages as a platform to resilience, women’s 
empowerment, equity and sustainable food systems 

Funding: CAD900,000 

Duration: 2020–2022 

Areas of impact: Cambodia, Myanmar, the Philippines 

Grantee: International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (the Philip-
pines)  

 
Millions of small-scale farmers in Asia, already  
burdened by nutritional insecurity, are experiencing 
the impact of increased climate variability and  
unpredictability. Climate-smart villages promote local 
adaptation platforms in agriculture to enhance resili-
ence to climate change. However, sustainability  
remains a challenge. This project uses multidiscipli-
nary research methods and comparative studies in 
Cambodia, Myanmar and the Philippines to generate 
evidence on the role of locally relevant platforms, 
such as climate-smart villages. The idea is to support 
gender-responsive climate change adaptation in agri-
culture and transform local food systems.  
 
Project: Think Climate Indonesia – Organizational strengthening 
and core research 

Funding: CAD1,492,900 

Duration: 2019–2023 

Area of impact: Indonesia 

Grantees: Yayasan Kota Kita Surakarta (Indonesia), Yayasan PAT-
TIRO (Indonesia), Partnership for Governance Reform (Indonesia), 
Yayasan Penelitian Inovasi Bumi (Indonesia), World Resources Insti-
tute Foundation (Indonesia) 

 

Indonesia’s rapid economic growth has led to  
tremendous environmental changes that have  
adversely affected the quality of life and the capacity 
of the country’s most vulnerable people to adapt to 
climate change. This initiative responds to the  
challenges by supporting Indonesia’s efforts to meet 
climate-mitigation commitments and engage in  
climate-adaptation actions. It supports independent 
policy-research organizations to undertake high-
quality research, communicate evidence and engage 
policy audiences and communities on climate change.  
Activities include organizational and research -capacity 
strengthening, implementation of research addressing 

climate mitigation and adaptation, and collaboration 
and engagement through peer learning and policy 
dialogues. 
 

Project: ASEAN green recovery through equity and empowerment 
(AGREE) 

Funding: CAD1,001,400 

Duration: 2021–2024 

Areas of impact: Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam  

Grantee: Grow Asia Partnership Ltd. (Singapore) 

 

With roughly 55 million smallholder farms in Southeast 
Asia, the agriculture sector has immense potential to 
reduce poverty, tackle gender inequalities and meet the 
climate challenge. This project will demonstrate how the 
ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework and  
Implementation Plan can be gender and climate  
responsive. Researchers will generate evidence and test  
solutions in partnership with private-sector enterprises 
to create the business case for advancing women’s  
economic empowerment and climate-smart agriculture 
in select agricultural value chains. It will also inform 
policymakers on how to transition to inclusive and low-
carbon economies. 

Combatting antimicrobial resistance 

Project: Impact of reducing colistin use in humans and poultry in 
Indonesia 

Funding: CAD484,400 

Duration: 2022–2025 

Area of impact: Indonesia 

Grantee: Universitas Indonesia 

 

Colistin is considered a last-resort antimicrobial for  
treatment of infections with multidrug-resistant bacteria. 
The ban on colistin use in livestock offers a unique  
opportunity to assess the impact of this intervention on 
colistin resistance in humans and animals, and how a 
one-health (multi-sectoral) perspective can strengthen 
the intervention. The project will provide a strong  
scientific basis for antimicrobial resistance policies in 
Indonesia, with great significance across Southeast Asia. 
The project receives IDRC funding support through the 
Joint Programming Initiative on Antimicrobial  
Resistance, an international platform that coordinates 
global funding to support collaborative research and 
action on antimicrobial resistance. 

Researchers are testing a recombinant protein-based 
candidate for vaccination against Streptococcus suis  

ID
R

C
 /

 B
A

R
T
A

Y
  

Empowering Southeast Asia's women farmers as 
business leaders and champions of green recovery 
is critical to building resilient food systems.  
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 Project: Investigating the use of nanobubble technology in  

aquaculture 

Funding: CAD2,751,400 

Duration: 2019–2023 

Areas of impact: Thailand, Vietnam 

Grantees: Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University (Thailand), Research 
Institute for Aquaculture (Vietnam), City University of Hong Kong 
(China) 

 

Finding cost-effective alternatives to using antimicrobials 
is essential for ensuring the sustainability of small farms in 
developing countries. Research into new applications for 
nanobubbles suggests that many industries, including 
aquaculture, could benefit from this innovative, non-
chemical disinfection technology. This project focuses on 
a series of laboratory and field experiments on fresh and 
saltwater aquatic animal pathogens in Hong Kong,  
Thailand and Vietnam to determine the effect of  
nanobubble technology on different types of aquaculture 
systems. The project has the potential to significantly  
reduce the use of  antimicrobials in aquaculture and  
improve vaccine efficacy, among other benefits. 
 
Project: Polyvalent vaccine for freshwater catfish 

Funding: CAD1,257,100 

Duration: 2019–2023 

Area of impact: Vietnam 

Grantees: Southern Monitoring Center for Aquaculture  

Environment and Epidemics (Vietnam), University of Stirling 
(United Kingdom) 

 
Although a commercially available vaccine for freshwater 
catfish (pangasius) was released in 2013, farmers in  
Vietnam have been slow to adopt the product. However, 
new policies and laws introduced in 2017 that restrict anti-
microbial use have highlighted the need for solutions to 
ensure compliance. This project is testing two novel  
technologies to improve the vaccination process for  
pangasius: a polyvalent immersion vaccine and robotic  
immunization technology. Both are expected to have a 
positive impact on the adoption of vaccines by fish  
farmers, thereby reducing antibiotic use in the  
Vietnamese catfish sector.  
 

Boosting teachers’ skills 

Project: Supporting teacher professional development at scale 

Funding: CAD1,449,800 

Duration: 2018–2022 

Area of impact: The Philippines 

Grantee: Foundation for Information Technology Education and 
Development, Inc. (the Philippines) 

 

New approaches are required to enable the delivery of 
large-scale, cost-effective and continuous professional  
development programs for teachers. While there are a few 
promising innovations in this area across the Global 
South, there is little systematic research, learning and  
sharing of lessons learned from these activities. This  
project builds on the establishment of the Teacher Profes-
sional Development at Scale (TPD@Scale) Coalition for 
the Global South. It contributes to Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 4 by promoting quality, equitable and sustaina-
ble large-scale teacher  professional development through 
collaboration, research and implementation support.  

Promoting inclusion of marginalized groups 

Project: Strengthening knowledge, evidence use and leadership in 
the Global South on forced displacement focus on Southeast Asia 

Funding: CAD1,000,000 

Duration: 2021–2026 

Areas of impact: Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar, 
Thailand, Vietnam 

Grantees: Chiang Mai University (Thailand), Asian Institute of Tech-
nology (Thailand) 

 
Almost all research that influences policy and practice 
on forced displacement originates from researchers 
based in the Global North. Local knowledge from the 
Global South remains scant and underused. This project 
seeks to overcome the deficit in local knowledge, use of 

evidence and leadership by establishing two interdisci-
plinary research chairs on forced displacement in two 
major Asian universities with regional outreach. It  
supports research on the livelihoods of forcibly displaced 
peoples, particularly those at the Thailand-Myanmar 
border and those displaced due to land grabbing and 
climate change in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. 
 
Project: Closing the justice gap – Southeast Asia legal-
empowerment knowledge hub 

Funding: CAD745,300 

Duration: 2021–2024 

Areas of impact: Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand 

Grantee: The Alternative Law Groups, Inc. (the Philippines) 

 
Poor and marginalized populations in Southeast Asia 
face a series of justice gaps due to poor awareness of their 
rights and barriers to accessing the complex, formalistic, 
slow and expensive legal mechanisms to enforce those 
rights. The Alternative Law Groups (ALG), a coalition of 
over 20 legal-empowerment organizations in the Philip-
pines, has pursued an approach called “developmental 
law” that seeks to empower poor and marginalized  
populations while supporting efforts to bring about  
systemic justice reforms. Through this project, ALG will 

A research project helped pre-school meal program 
in Lao Cai, Vietnam provide children with nutritious 
fortified instant porridge developed by the National 
Institute of Nutrition.   
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As part of Canada’s foreign affairs and development efforts, IDRC champions and funds research and innovation within and alongside developing re-
gions to drive global change.  

International Development Research Centre * 208 Jor Bagh * New Delhi 110003 * India * idrc.ca  

 

seek to study the impact of developmental law  
approaches and generate evidence on comparative  
experiences in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand.  

Supporting pandemic recovery 

Project: The impact of COVID-19 on inclusive development and 
democratic governance: rapid and post-pandemic assessment in 
the Mekong subregion 

Funding: CAD1,466,500 

Duration: 2020–2023 

Areas of impact: Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam 

Grantee: The Cambodia Development Resource Institute 

 

This project aims to support inclusive, coordinated and 
gender-sensitive responses to the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam. In close coor-
dination with local governments and organizations, the 
project is identifying policies and good practices that 
support the recovery process and improve resilience 
among vulnerable women workers as well as micro, 
small and medium-sized enterprises. It also facilitates 
policy dialogue and coordination among researchers, 
policymakers, private sector actors, civil society and 
women’s organizations in the response and recovery 
phases.  

Learn more 

To visit the Regional Office for Asia web page,  
and to subscribe to IDRC in Asia bulletin:  
 

www.idrc.ca/asia 
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IDRC supports the development of polyvalent  
vaccines for freshwater catfish.  
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